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Overview of Connexions and TIMEA 


What is Connexions? 


Connexions is an online repository and set of software tools for 
collaboratively developing, freely sharing, and quickly publishing 
educational content. The Content Commons contains educational modules 
that can be grouped together into larger courses. You may freely use and 
reuse content under the Creative Commons "attribution" license, which 
requires only that you cite the source. By making all content open, 
Connexions encourages collaboration and community-building, as scholars 
work together to create and use educational resources. Whereas a traditional 
textbook presents ideas in a fixed sequence, typically from a single 
discipline, Connexions allows instructors to break knowledge up into 
“chunks” that can be rearranged. Modules can contain links to related 
concepts both inside and outside of the Connexions environment, enabling 
students to see the relationship among ideas. Instructors can create their 
own custom courses drawing from the Connexions Content Commons. 


Connexions advances three core principles: 
1) “Content should be modular and non-linear” 


We learn by building on what we already know, linking together old and 
new knowledge. Therefore Connexions’ modules focus on a key concept 
and can be organized in different ways, illustrating the relationships among 
ideas. 


2) “Sharing is good” 


Connexions enables authors to share their work and receive attribution for it 
by adopting the Creative Commons open-content licenses. Connexions is 
built on Open Source technologies and uses XML to ensure that content can 
be exchanged and used on different platforms. 


3) “ Collaboration is encouraged” 


Through its workgroup and communication tools, Connexions makes it 
easy for people to author modules jointly, suggest edits, or adapt modules 
for their own purposes. 


Connexions serves three categories of users: 


e Students, who use Connexions materials. (Of course, “students” need 
not be enrolled in a specific course.) 

e Authors, who create Connexions modules 

e Instructors, who construct courses that contain modules arranged in a 
particular order 


Connexions has an international audience of over one million people from 
more than 150 countries. As of August, 2006, Connexions contains over 
3000 modules and 170 courses covering topics from music to computer 
science to history. The TIMEA community in Connexions has contributed 
over 25 modules and has built 5 courses covering topics such as conducting 
historical research and analyzing visual culture. 


For more information about Connexions, see http://cnx.org 


What is TIMEA? 


The Travelers in the Middle East Archive (TIMEA) is a digital archive that 
focuses on Western interactions with the Middle East, particularly travel to 
Egypt during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. TIMEA brings 
together: 


e Images, such as postcards and stereograph views of monuments, street 
scenes, people and events 

e Texts, including travel guides, museum catalogs, and travel narratives. 

e Maps, including historical maps and interactive GIS (Geographical 
Information Systems) maps that enable queries of geospatial 
information 

e Research and teaching guides in Connexions that explore the research 
process and set archive materials in context. 


Through TIMEA’s research and teaching modules, we are pursuing two 
related goals: 


1) To improve research skills and information literacy by exploring how to 
conduct research, particularly in the humanities and social sciences. We use 
materials in the TIMEA archive as case studies to examine topics such as 
conducting library research projects and investigating material culture. 


2) To build understanding of TIMEA resources through topics such as the 
history of the satirical Egyptian Red Book, the cultural significance of 
stereographs, and identifying and analyzing the features of the “Souvenir of 
Egypt,” a decorative silk. 


We encourage you to join TIMEA’s efforts. To provide a framework for 
collaboration, TIMEA has established an online community in Connexions. 
This set of web pages contains a forum for discussing ongoing efforts, a list 
of TIMEA content, a description of current activities, and information about 
TIMEA’s objectives and approach. 


There are many ways that you can contribute: 


e Create new courses or modules 

e Use materials as primary or supplemental texts for courses 

e Review existing modules and suggest improvements 

e Translate modules into other languages 

¢ Develop new examples, provide more information or otherwise 
enhance existing modules 

¢ Contribute to TIMEA Community discussions and forum 


Among the topics covered by TIMEA modules in Connexions are: 


e Major US Stereograph Publishers 
e Egypt through the Stereoscope: Stereography_ and Virtual Travel 
e Strategies and Resources for Studying Stereographs 


Building up One Empire while Tearing Down Another: Scholars, 
Missionaries and Spies in the Ottoman Middle East 


Context of Current Humanities Research 
TIMEA GIS Map Interface Tools 


Understanding Material Culture: Deciphering the Imagery_of the "Souvenir 
of Egypt" 


e Introduction to the "Souvenir of Egypt" 
e Analyzing Literary and Cultural References: Identifying the Texts in 


e ‘Taking the “Souvenir of Egypt” Research Project to the Next Level 


Studying Political Satire: "The Egyptian Red Book" 


e Studying Political Satire: Introduction to "The Egyptian Red Book" 
e Categorizing Historical Documents: What is a Red Book? 


"The Egyptian Red Book" 
e Getting the Whole Story From "The Egyptian Red Book": General 
Charles Gordon in Khartoum 


Conducting Historical Research: The Case of "Oriental Cairo" 


e Introduction to Researching "Oriental Cairo" 

e Compiling a Bibliography: What else has Douglas Sladen written? 
e How Does "Oriental Cairo" Compare With Similar Works? 

e Accessing Networked Resources 

e Searching Online Catalogs 

e Using Union Catalogs: WorldCat 


e Borrowing Resources through Interlibrary Loan: Illiad Conducting 
Research Using Microfiche, Microfilm and Microcard 


Conducting Research with the British Parliamentary Papers 


e Introduction to Conducting Research with the British Parliamentary 
Papers 

e The British Parliament and its Papers 

e Finding What You are Looking For in the British Parliamentary 
Papers 


TIMEA is funded by the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) 


email timea@rice.edu with any questions. 


Using TIMEA Modules 


All materials in Connexions, including resources associated with TIMEA 
(Travelers in the Middle East Archive), are available for you to use and re- 
use freely so long as you attribute the source. For instance, you can link to 
Connexions modules from a course or personal web page, or print out 
modules for personal use or inclusion in a course reader. TIMEA modules 
explore the research process and the history and culture of the Middle East, 
using digitized texts, images and maps in the TIMEA online archive as case 
studies. We anticipate that TIMEA modules will be used in a variety of 
ways: by students who want to improve their research skills and knowledge 
of the Middle East, researchers investigating the culture and history of the 
Middle East, and instructors in disciplines such as archaeology, art history, 
literature, history, and Middle Eastern studies. 


Navigating Modules 


TIMEA modules in Connexions feature the TIMEA logo, which users can 
click to go to the TIMEA home page. In addition, these modules have their 
own unique look that marks them as being associated with TIMEA. 


Since Connexions aims to show the linkages among concepts, the left 
toolbar provides several kinds of links to related material: examples, 
supplemental material, similar content within Connexions, and courses 
using the module. 


RELATED MATERIAL 


Example links 


MM Greasted's Eaypt Through 
the Stereoscone 


Supplemental links 
Ml TIMEA (Travelers in the 
Middle East Archive) 
Similar content 
* History through the 
Stereoscone: Stereoscopy and 
Virtual Travel 
Courses using this content 
* History through the 
Stereoscope: Stereoscopy and 
Virtual Travel 


Related 
Material 


) More sbout this content | Cae this content | Version history 


aS This work rs licensed by Lisa Spiro under a Creatwe Commons License 


Last edited by Lisa Spo on Aug 27, 2006 9.54 am GMT-5 


More About This Content Link 


Creating Courses 


If you want to guide students through a topic, you can arrange modules— 
whether they were authored by you or someone else--into a course. For 
instance, Beth Harris at the Fashion Institute of Technology, SUNY has 
built a course called “History of Western Art and Civilization” that is 
composed of modules written by Al van Helden for his Galileo web site and 


course. Connexions enables you to organize the modules into a sequence, 
add links to content inside and outside of Connexions, provide keywords, 
and author a description of your course. 


To create a course, you need to work either in your personal workgroup or 
in a collaborative one. Connexions provides detailed tutorials on how to use 
work areas and the course composer tool for building courses, so I’ll 
mention only a few key features here. You can set up a collaborative work 
group and add other members of Connexions to it, allowing them to work 
with you in editing modules or building a course. From your work area, you 
can search Connexions for published modules to add to your course, or you 
can create new courses and modules. Using the course composer, you can 
create a course, organize it into sections, provide information about it, add 
and arrange modules, provide links, and, ultimately, publish it. 


If you want to use a module in a course but also wish to make some 
changes to it, you have several options. On the most basic level, you can re- 
title the module and change its links. If you would like to make deeper 
changes, you can use the Suggest Edits function to ask the author to make 
revisions. Alternatively, you can copy an existing module, revise it, and 
publish it under your name using the Derived Copy function. Derived 
copies include an acknowledgement that they are based on another author’s 
module. 


Authoring Connexions Modules Related to TIMEA 


Teachers, researchers, librarians can not only use resources in the Travelers 
in the Middle East Archive for classes and research projects, but also create 
their own educational modules in Connexions and contribute them to the 
Content Commons. 


Just register with Connexions, learn how the system works, join the TIMEA 
community in Connexions, and get started writing. TIMEA has a growing 
collection of over 30 modules covering topics such as performing historical 
research and using Geographical Information System (GIS) resources, but 
there are many areas left to explore. For instance, you could use TIMEA’s 
museum catalogs to explore the history of Egyptian museums and 
Egyptology, or examine TIMEA’s travel guides in a module analyzing 
Western attitudes towards the Middle East in the nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. Likewise, you could draw on TIMEA’s rich images of 
Egypt in a course on the history of photography, or explore the genre of 
travel literature through a module that references TIMEA’s many travel 
narratives. 


All Connexions modules are encoded in CNXML, an XML-based markup 
language that allows information to be exchanged, presented on different 
platforms, and output in different ways (such as online and in a PDF). There 
are several ways for you to produce a Connexions module: 


1) You can write your module using Microsoft Word, then import it into 
Connexions. Some tweaking will be necessary, but this is probably the 
easiest method for novice writers. 


2) You can use Connexions’ edit-in-place and full-source editors, which 
allow you to write your module online. (If you have an unstable Internet 
connection, this can be risky, but the edit-in-place feature is useful for 
making quick edits.) 


3) You can use an external XML editor such as XMLSpy or Oxygen, then 
import the XML file into Connexions. This method will expose you to all of 
the XML tags that structure the document, but it also allows more control. 


If you want to create a TIMEA module but are confused by the technical 
details, please contact us at timea@rice.edu. We’ll do our best to help. 


Creating TIMEA Modules and Courses 


In order for your module or course to be considered a TIMEA resource, it 
should do the following: 


1. Address topics that relate in some way to TIMEA: For instance, 
your module could provide background to TIMEA materials on Egypt 
in the nineteenth century or examine how to conduct research in the 
humanities and social sciences. We hope that authors will use texts, 
images and maps from the TIMEA archive in their modules; see 
[missing resource: m13903] 

2. Include TIMEA Metadata: Include “TIMEA” and “Travelers in the 
Middle East Archive” as keywords in the metadata section of your 
module. You should also add keywords that describe the topics your 
module addresses, such as “Egyptian history” or “stereographs.” By 
providing metadata (or cataloging information), you make your 
module easier to discover and let readers quickly determine what the 
module addresses. You can use a controlled vocabulary such as Library 
of Congress authoritiesor your own terminology; if you do the latter, 
try to be consistent so that there is a not of proliferation of closely 
related terms. 


Example: 
To add metadata, 


e Create a new module in a work area or edit an existing one 
e Click on the metadata tab in the edit module view 

e Fill in the fields, including title, description, and keywords. 
e Click “Save” 
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» Edit Metadata: Mapping Antiquities: An introduction to 
Cottert e . * e * ° Last action save by 
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Adding Metadata in Connexions 


3. Have the module reviewed by the TIMEA project. So that we can 
ensure that everything in TIMEA meets standards for scholarship, we 
review modules that appear under the TIMEA logo. However, you can 
contribute works to the general Connexions content commons without 
going through the review process. Please contact timea@rice.edu if you are 
interested in authoring a module for TIMEA and having it reviewed. 


4. Provide Links to TIMEA: So that readers can easily navigate from your 
module to TIMEA, please provide links to the main TIMEA site 
(http://timea.rice.edu), the TIMEA search page 
(http://timea.rice.edu/search), and the specific TIMEA resource that you are 
referencing, whether it is a text, image, or map. 


To add a link that will appear in the left sidebar of the module, 


Example: 


Select the link tab from the module edit view. 

Enter the title of the link in the "Link Name" field. Make links to 
Travelers in the Middle East Archive (http://timea.rice.edu),Search 
TIMEA (http://timea.rice.edu/search.html), and any TIMEA resources 
that are referenced in the module. You can also add links to other 
resources. 

Enter the URL for the link (or the module number, if you’re linking to 
another Connexions module) in the “Link URL” field. 

Use the pulldown menu to select the kind of link. All TIMEA links 
should be classified as “supplemental,” which means that they will be 
grouped together. 

Use the pulldown menu to select the strength of the link, where 5 is 
the strongest. Travelers in the Middle East Archive should be given a 
strength of 5, while Search TIMEA should be given a strength of 4 
and specific TIMEA resources should be given a strength of 3. This 
ensures that Travelers in the Middle East Archive will appear first. 


w Edit Links: Egypt through the Stereoscope: Stereography and Virtual 
Travel 


el! 
Neme Link Type Strength Delete 
he Middle East Archive (TIMEA) Supplemental =] 5 =I cr 


URL: http: //timea.nce.edu VISIT 


Breasted's Egypt Through the ‘ Supplemental Bal 3 Ba] r 
URL: http: //dspace.nce.edu/handie/1911/9166 SIT 
Search TIMEA Supplemental a 4 hal G 


URL: http: //timea,nce.edu/search. html iT 


> Update Links 


Add New Link: 
Enter a Name for the Link: 

Link Type: Example oa 

Link Strength: 1 = 
Enter either a Connexions ID or a URL: 

ID Version Link URL: 

OR: 
(optional) 


Adding Links to the Sidebar 


You can also add inline links within the text of your module. As you are 
editing your module, place the text or URL that you wish to turn into a link 
within the link element. For instance: 


Example: 

<link src="http://hdl.handle.net/1911/9166”"> 

Egypt through the stereoscope : a journey through the land of the Pharaohs 
a7 dank 


Alternatively, if you are using the Word Importer to create your module 
within Microsoft Word, you can make a hyperlink by highlighting the text 
that will be displayed, going to the Insert menu in the top toolbar and 
selecting “Hyperlink”, and entering the web address in the box provided. 
The link should be preserved once the Word document is converted to a 
Connexions module. 


If you are linking to texts or images in TIMEA, use the URI (Uniform 
Resource Identifier) provided in the citation for the item. It will look 
something like this: http://hd1l.handle.net/1911/9184 This 
link uses the handle system to ensure that if the web site changes the web 
address will still work and is therefore intended to be more permanent than 
a basic URL. 


Creating Exercises 


You can include exercises within your module, posing questions and 
displaying the solution only when the reader clicks the “view solution” link. 
Such exercises can act as a check on understanding and make the module 


more interactive. For example, in Catherine Schmidt-Jones’ module on 
Minor Keys and Scales, she discusses how minor scales work, then invites 
readers to write out their own. 


Problem 1 


For each note below, write a natural minor scale, one octave, acendiag (going up) beginning on that note. If you need staff paper, you may print the staff paper PDF file. 
i 2 1 
= = $— 
4 $ 6 
2 yi > 
co 


Fiaguee 2 


| Cikck for Sokution 1 } 


Example of Connexions Exercise 


Creating an exercise requires using CNXML (the Connexions mark-up 
language). In the example below, <exercise> is the top-level element; 
within it are the <problem> and the <solution>. The text for the <problem> 
and <solution> occurs within a <para>, or paragraph. Every tag must be 
nested properly, like a Russian doll. 


Example: 

<exercise id='stereol'> 
<problem> 

<para 1d='stereoqi'> 

What are some other names for stereographs? 
</para> 

</problem> 

<solution> 

<para id='stereosoli'> 


3D 66 


Other names for stereographs include “stereogram,” “stereoview,” and 
“stereo pairs.” 

</para> 

</solution> 

<7 exercise 

CNXML includes structural tags (such as “example” and “section”), inline 
tags (such as “emphasis,” “link,” and “term”), and “special” tags (such as 
“definition” and “note”). You can also include figures and media (such as 
mp3 files) in your module. See the CNXML 0.5 Language Specification 
and The Basic CNXMLfor more information. 


Style Tips 
Here are some suggestions for creating Connexions modules: 


e Keep it concise. We encourage authors to adopt the Connexions 
philosophy and break up content into “chunks” of knowledge that can 
be reused in different contexts. 

e Make modules stand alone. Although you can organize modules into 
a course so that each one builds on what came before, keep in mind 
that readers will often access content at the module-level rather than 
the course level, so you can’t assume that they know what was 
discussed in previous modules. In addition, other Connexions users 
may wish to put your module into their own courses, so it should be 
able to stand alone. 

e Use concrete examples. Abstract concepts make more sense when 
they are supported by specific examples. We encourage you to draw 
examples from the wealth of materials available through TIMEA. See 
“Bringing TIMEA Content into Connexions” for instructions. 

e Write clearly, even conversationally. It should go without saying that 
writing should be clear, but keep in mind that Connexions attracts a 
diverse audience of students, scholars, and casual web surfers, many of 
whom adopt online reading practices (e.g. scanning the page). Some of 
the most effective Connexions modules are those that engage the 
reader in a sort of pedagogical dialogue, explaining points and raising 


questions. See, for example, the work of Connexions author 
extraordinaire Catherine Schmidt-Jones, such as “The Circle of Fifths” 
(which is one of Connexions’ most popular modules). 

¢ Make your title clear and descriptive. Since the title is the first thing 
that perspective readers see, it should give them a quick sense of what 
the module addresses. Don’t include numbers in titles (i.e. “Part II of 
My Great Module”), since others may reuse the module in their own 
courses, and since readers who aren’t aware of the other parts may be 
confused. 


Intellectual Property 


If you do decide to produce a TIMEA module, you should be aware that 
you are deeding it to the Content Commons under the Creative Commons 
Attribution License. This means that other people can put your module into 
their own courses, reuse it in other contexts, and even sell it, so long as they 
attribute you as the author. Through this open approach to intellectual 
property, Connexions hopes to encourage collaboration, foster education, 
and contribute to the growth of knowledge; we also hope that authors can 
build their reputations and enjoy the act of authorship. For more on the 
legal nitty-gritty, see Connexions’ IP (Legal) FAQ. 


Bringing TIMEA Content into Connexions 


Through the Travelers in the Middle East Archive's partnership with 
Connexions, we hope to go a step beyond the typical online archive and 
make digitized texts, images and maps about the Middle East the building 
blocks for interactive learning communities—that is, to provide original 
sources and construct educational materials and communities around these 
sources. TIMEA modules should therefore reference content within the 
archive. 


We’ ve experimented with bringing digital texts and images from TIMEA 
directly into Connexions, but we have found that some tweaking of TIMEA 
content is often necessary. For instance, TIMEA images are typically too 
large—1024 pixels along the long dimension--to work in Connexions. Since 
the ideal width for an image in Connexions is no wider than 600 pixels, we 
suggest that you download it from the TIMEA site, resize it, and upload it 
into Connexions as part of your module. At the same time, readers should 
be able to see the larger version of the image and learn more about it, such 
as who created it and when. Therefore, we ask that you add a link to the 
item in the main TIMEA archive both in the "links" section of the module 
and in the caption for the item. 


Using a TIMEA image in Connexions: 


1) Download the image from DSpace, TIMEA’s content management 
system. Simply right click on the image (or, if you are using a Mac, CTRL- 
click) and select “Save Image As.” Since all TIMEA content is available 
through the Creative Commons attribution license, you can download it 
without worrying that a horde of lawyers will soon descend upon you. 


2) Resize the image so that its width is no greater than 600 pixels. You can 
use commercial programs such as Adobe Photoshop or free programs such 
as IrfanView(our favorite), Gimp, or Picasa. Save the image in a format that 
will display on the web, such as jpg, png, or gif. 


3) Import the image into Connexions. Once you are in the “Edit Module” 
part of Connexions, click the files tab, then follow these steps: 


e “Click the down arrow in the text box next to Add New Item. A drop- 
down list of valid item types appears. 

e Select "Image" from the drop-down list and click Add New Item. The 
"Edit Image" tab displays. 

e Click Browse. The "File Upload" dialog box displays. 

e Find the file you need and click on it. 

¢ Click Open. The image filename appears in the text box next to 
Browse. 

e Click Save to upload the image file into Connexions. A confirmation 
message and a preview of the image display.” (See Connexions’ 
tutorial on Editing Modules) 


Metadata Publish 


x) Manage Files: Preparation for House Painting 


# Up one level 


IMPORT/EXPORT 

You can use the "import" feature to convert an existing non-Connexions document into a 
module (as with Word import), or to upload multiple files into a module (Zip import), You may 
also use the "export" feature to download a module's files (Zip export) or XML (Authentic, Plain 
ML). You may edit the downloaded files on your own computer, and then re-import them. Help 
on importfexport 


Microsoft Word +] | © Import XMLSpy/Authentic >| 
This module contains the following items: 


Select >| Add New Item 
Fi Names | Type | Size ~— | Modified | 


(9 index.cnxml # | text/xml 1.7 kB 2004-02-26 


| > Rename || > cut || » Copy || > Remove | 


Managing Files in Connexions. (Courtesy Connexions) 


4) At the point where you want to insert the figure, use the <figure> 
element, as shown below. You’re required to provide a unique ID for the 
figure (it can be pretty much anything, so long as it is unique). You can use 
the <name> tag to provide a title for the figure, which will appear 
immediately above the image. To bring an external figure (such as a jpg 
file) into the module, use the <media> tag; in the "type" attribute, indicate 
what type of file it is, and in the "src" attribute what it is called. 


Be sure to provide a caption, which will appear below the image. In the 
caption, give the title of the resource, its creator and creation date (if 
available), and a brief description. Also include a link to the DSpace 
metadata record for the image that you are using. The following example 
provides a template: 


Example: 

<figure id="1d8018405"> 

<name>The Great pyramid of Gizeh</name> 

<media type="image/jpg" src="Graphici.jpg"/> 
<caption>"The Great pyramid of Gizeh, a tomb of 
2, OOO RVears ago, From so - Ew EQYDE.: 

Stereograph. NY: Underwood and Underwood, 1908. 
From <link 

src="http://timea. rice.edu">TIMEA</link>. (August 
19, 2006). <link 
src="http://hdl.handle.net/1911/5586"> 
http://hdl.handle.net/1911/5586</link> Note how 
only half of the tree on the left side of the left 
frame is visible, while two-thirds of the same 
tree can be seen in the right frame. 

</caption> 

</figure> 


Using a section of a TIMEA text in Connexions: 


To include a quotation from a TIMEA text in Connexions, simply copy and 
paste it into a paragraph (<para>) in your module. If you would like for the 
quotation to appear as a block quote, use the quote element, as shown 
below. 


Please provide a link to the DSpace metadata record for the text in TIMEA 
so that readers can quickly access the complete text. This record provides 
lots of useful information about the text, such as its original publication 
date, Library of Congress subject headings, and author. Use the identifier 
indicated as the preferred citation; it will look something like 
http://hdl.handle.net/1911/9179, since it uses the handle 
system to ensure permanence. You can place the link in the citation 
appearing in the main text, in a note or bibliography, or by using the quote 
element. (If you use the quote element with the "src" attribute, a link to the 
original source will appear in parentheses at the end of the quotation.) 
Ultimately, we hope to provide a way of linking directly to the paragraph in 
which the original quotation appears. 


Example: 

<para id="id7276133">In the introduction to <cite><link 
src="http://hdl.handle.net/1911/9166">Egypt through the 
Stereoscope</link></cite>, Breasted touted the ability of the stereoscope to 
make a distant place seem real and allow close study: "<quote 
src="http://hdl.handle.net/1911/9166”> In the preparation of the following 
pages, I have constantly had my eyes within the hood of the stereoscope, 
and I cannot forbear to express here the growing surprise and delight, with 
which I observed as the work proceeded, that it became more and more 
easy to speak of the prospect revealed in the instrument, as one actually 
spread out before me. The surprising depth and atmosphere with which the 
scientifically constructed instrument interpreted what were actually but bits 
of paper and pasteboard, were a revelation; indeed, I constantly sat by an 
open window looking out over the actual ruins of the Nile Valley, which I 
could study, one after another, at will. (13) </quote>"</para> 


Linking to a Point on a GIS map in Connexions: 


Would you like to quickly pinpoint a place on a dynamic map of Egypt or 
Cyprus? You can link within a Connexions module to a specific point on 
TIMEA’s GIS map t if you know the place's decimal latitude and longitude. 
To find the decimal latitude and longitude for the place, download the 
Egypt or Cyprus names file from the GEOnet Names Server (GNS). Once 
you have unzipped the file, open the text file in Excel in the delimited 
format, which will allow you to more easily work with the data. Search for 
the place name that you need. (The file for Egypt contains over 40,000 
places names.) The decimal latitude is in the fourth column (marked LAT), 
while the longitude is in the fifth column (marked LONG). 


Formulate the URL as follows: 


http://aries .rice.edu/website/timea/viewer.htm?:LS31.1980556:29.9191667: 
Alexandria:LE 


e where http://aries.rice.edu/website/timea/viewer.htm is the URL for 
TIMEA’s GIS map 

¢ followed by ?:LS 

e followed by the latitude given in decimal form (31.1980556 in this 
case) 

¢ followed by the longitude given in decimal form (29.9191667 here) 

¢ followed by the place name 

e followed by :LE 


Contact timea@rice.edu if you need assistance 


Creating TIMEA Modules Using the Connexions Word Importer 


Overview 


Unless you are an experienced XML encoder, you will probably have an 
easier time creating your module if you write it in a program such as 
Microsoft Word and use the handy Importer to convert it to Connexions. 
You can convert an existing Microsoft Word document into a CNXML file, 
which is the file in a Connexions module that contains the text and 
instructions for displaying images or other files. To convert a Word 
document you must first create a new module and then import the Word 
document into the module. The Import function applies CNXML tags to the 
Word paragraph and character styles. 


Note: The Word file converts more smoothly and needs less fine tuning of 
the CNXML if you apply the styles in the Connexions document template 
to the Word file before you import it. Use of the Connexions document 
template is optional, but we recommend it. 


Connexions documents contain not only structural information about the 
document, but also semantic information. This means that you do not 
simply highlight some text and designate it as bold. Rather, you highlight 
the text and designate it as a "term" or as a "quote". When your document is 
uploaded to Connexions, the structure and the semantics are both preserved. 
Using Connexions styles is easy. If you have used styles in Microsoft Word 
before you will not have a problem. If you have not, have no fear, you will 
be using styles in no time. 


The Connexions Template 


Before you start creating Connexions modules from Word documents, we 
recommend that you obtain a copy of the Connexions document template. 


Obtaining the Connexions Document Template 


To download the template from the Connexions Web site and to install it on 
your computer, use the following steps: 


1. Click the following link to download a copy of the template: 
Connexions document template. A dialog box opens, displaying 
options for opening or saving the template file. 

2. Specify that the template file should be saved to the desktop on your 
computer and click OK. 

3. Launch Microsoft Word on your computer. 

4. Reduce your window size so that the document template icon is visible 
on your desktop. 

5. From the Word File menu, click New. 

6. Drag and drop the document template icon into the "General" tab of 
the "New" document box. 


New 2) x) 
General | Legal Pleadings | Letters & Faxes | Memos | Other Documents | Publications | Reports | Web Pages | 


= Preview 
Blank Web Page faiiioaiirss 
Document ocument.dot 


Preview not available. 


Create New 
6 Document ~° Template 
—T 


The "General" tab on Microsoft Word's "New" document dialog 
box. 


Now you can apply the Connexions document template to your Word 
documents. 


Creating a New Word Document with the Connexions Template 


To create a new Word document that uses the Connexions document 
template, use the following steps: 


1. Launch Microsoft Word on your computer. 

2. Select New from the "File" drop-down menu. An empty document will 
open and the "New" document dialog box displays. 

3. Select the Connexions -Document . dot icon from the "General" 
tab on the Microsoft "New" document dialog box. 

4. Click OK. 

. Enter your content into the new document. 

6. Apply the appropriate paragraph and character styles to the content as 
you enter it. 
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Applying Connexions Styles to an Existing Word Document 


To apply the Connexions styles to an existing Word document, use the 
following steps: 


. Complete the process to obtain the Connexions document template. 

. Launch Microsoft Word and open your existing document. 

. Select "Format" from the menu bar. 

. Select "Theme" from the drop-down menu. 

. Click the "Style Gallery" button. 

. Select Connexions -Document . doc from the "Template" box. 
The styles from the template are copied into your document. If the 
Connexions style names match the style names in your existing 
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document, then the Connexions styles are automatically applied to 
those items. 

7. If the style names do not match, you must apply the Connexions 
template styles to the appropriate items in the existing file. To apply a 
paragraph style, place the cursor in the paragraph and select the style 
from the Style drop-down box in the Word Formatting toolbar. 


Note: Paragraph styles display the paragraph symbol next to their 
name in the drop-down box. 


To apply a character style, highlight the word or words and select the 
style from the Style drop-down box in the Word Formatting toolbar. 


Note: Character styles display an "a" next to their name in the drop- 
down box. 


8. Repeat the previous step for all the content in the file. 


Please note these instructions are for Word 2000. The process for other 
versions of Word will be similar. Consult your Word Help feature if you 
have questions with a different version of Word. 


Importing Your Word Document 


When your Word document is complete, you are ready to import it into 
Connexions. To import the Word document, use the following steps: 


1. Log into Connexions. 
2. Display the Connexions workspace or workgroup in which you want 
to work on your document. 


3. Create a new module in which you will import your Word document. 
See Creating New Items in a Workgroup for instructions on creating a 
new module. 

4. Click the "Edit" tab in the new module, if it is not already displaying. 

. Select Microsoft Word from the Import drop-down list and click 

TMpoer tv. 

6. Click Browse and locate your document. 

7. Click Import to upload your document. Your new document is 
uploaded and ready to edit or publish in Connexions. 
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u Edit Text: New Module 


There are three ways to edit modules: Edit In Place, where you select specific elements 
of the module to edit; full-source XML editing online; and our import/export facility fin 
the box below). 


IMPORT/EXPORT MODULE 

You can use the "import" feature to start a new module from an existing non-Connexions 
document, You may also use the "export" control to download a module's XML, edit it on your own 
computer, and then use the "import" control to upload the edited version, Help on import/export 


[ Microsoft Word >| = Import [ XMLSpy/Authentic | » Export 


EDIT-IN-PLACE 
Switch to Editing Full Source 


Paragraph | Add Here 


Click To Insert Text 


Paragraph | Add Here 


The "Edit" tab showing the "Import/Export module" box. 


Note: Importing a Word file into an existing module will overwrite the 
contents of the existing module with the contents of the Word file. Be 
careful not to import a Word file into a module that contains content you 
want to save. 


Feel free to edit your module using our editor, or make your changes in the 
Word file and repeat the import process. 


Word documents can be extremely varied. We have attempted to handle 
many common cases, with the goal of extracting the text from your 
document so that you can mark it up in CNXML without having to retype 
the content. Some cautions: 


e Formatting (such as bold and italics) is not preserved. 

e Some images and other objects may import correctly and become 
figures in the module, but others may not. Please let us know which 
objects you have success with and which you do not. 

e If you use CNXML-specific styles to create your Word document, you 
will get a more faithful conversion for elements like terms, citations, 
code, and others. 

e Even without CNXML-specific styling, you can make sure that your 
section organization is preserved during import by using the standard 
Word header styles (Heading 1, Heading 2, and so on) in your original 
document. 


